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Ex-lTrump attorney 
eads guilty 


BY WILLIAM K. RASHBAUM, 
MAGGIE HABERMAN, BEN PROTESS 
AND JIM RUTENBERG 


New York Times 


NEW YORK 

Michael Cohen, President 
Donald Trump’s former law- 
yer, made the extraordinary 
admission in court on Tuesday 
that Trump had directed him 
to arrange payments to two 
women during the 2016 cam- 
paign to keep them from 
speaking publicly about affairs 
they said they had with Trump. 

Cohen acknowledged the 
illegal payments while pleading 


Cohen says Trump directed him 
to set up payments to 2 women 


guilty to breaking campaign 
finance laws and other charges, 
a litany of crimes that revealed 
both his shadowy involvement 
in Trump’s circle and his own 
corrupt business dealings. 

He told a judge in U.S. Dis- 
trict Court in Manhattan that 
the payments to the women 
were made “in coordination 
with and at the direction of a 
candidate for federal office.” 

“T participated in this con- 


duct, which on my part took 
place in Manhattan, for the 
principal purpose of influ- 
encing the election” for presi- 
dent in 2016, Cohen said. 

The plea represented a piv- 
otal moment in the investiga- 
tion into the president, and the 
scene in the Manhattan court- 
room was remarkable. Cohen, 
a longtime lawyer for Trump - 
and loyal confidant - described 
in plain-spoken language how 


RICHARD DREW AP 
Michael Cohen, former personal lawyer to President Donald Trump, pleaded guilty to breaking campaign finance laws and other charges. 


Trump worked with him to 
cover up a potential sex scan- 
dal that Trump feared would 
endanger his rising candidacy. 

Cohen also pleaded guilty to 
multiple counts of tax evasion 
and a single count of bank 
fraud, capping a monthslong 
investigation by Manhattan 
federal prosecutors who exam- 
ined his personal business 
dealings and his role in helping 
to arrange the financial deals 
with women connected to 
Trump. 

The plea came shortly before 
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Manafort convicted on 8 
counts of tax, bank fraud 


BY MATT ZAPOTOSKY, LYNH BUI, 
TOM JACKMAN AND DEVLIN 
BARRETT 


Washington Post 


ALEXANDRIA, VA. 

A jury has found former 
Trump campaign chairman 
Paul Manafort guilty after a 
three-week trial on tax and 
bank fraud charges - a major if 
not complete victory for special 
counsel Robert Mueller as he 
continues to investigate the 
president’s associates. 

The jury convicted Manafort 
on eight of the 18 counts 
against him. The jury said it 
was deadlocked on the other 
10. U.S. District Court Judge 
T.S. Ellis declared a mistrial on 
those other charges. 


five counts of filing false tax 
returns, one count of not filing 
a required IRS form, and two 
bank fraud counts. 

The verdict announced Tues- 
day comes as President Donald 
Trump has stepped up his crit- 
icism of Mueller’s probe, pub- 
licly criticizing the investiga- 
tion on a weekly basis. As the 
Manafort trial began, Trump 
called for Mueller’s probe to be 
shut down immediately. 

Manafort’s guilty verdict 
may strengthen Mueller’s hand 
as he continues to investigate 
possible conspiracy and seeks 
an interview with the presi- 
dent; an acquittal could have 
led to a broader effort by con- 
servatives to shut down the 
special counsel’s office. 


JACQUELYN MARTIN AP 


The defense team for Paul Manafort, including Jay Nanavati, left, 
Kevin Downing and Thomas Zehnle, walk to federal court Tuesday. 


fort trial centered on Mana- 
fort’s personal finances, and 
had little to do with the special 
counsel’s mandate of probing 
Russian interference in the 
2016 election and whether any 
Trump associates conspired 


But the trial was the first to 
emerge from Mueller’s probe, 
and as such it marked a signif- 
icant public test of his work. 

The jury deliberated for four 
days before announcing its 


Feds look 
for crimes 
in duck 
boat probe 


BY LAURA BAUER, STEVE VOCKRODT 
AND JUDY L. THOMAS 


lbauer@kcstar.com 
svockrodt@kcstar.com 
jthomas@kcstar.com 


The U.S. Coast Guard has 
referred the July 19 sinking of 
a Branson duck boat to federal 
investigators to pursue a pos- 
sible criminal case. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Coast Guard confirmed that 
the agency referred the case 
Aug. 13 to the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office for the Western District 
of Missouri. That office, based 
in Kansas City, includes the 
Table Rock Lake area where 
the boat sank, killing 17. 

“During the course of the 
initial part of our investigation, 
the fact finding part, we identi- 
fied stuff that could point to 
some sort of criminal activity,” 
said Alana Miller, a Coast 
Guard spokeswoman. “And we 
are not in the business of crim- 
inal investigations.” 

Miller would not elaborate 
on what that potential criminal 
activity may be. She did say 
that the Marine Board of In- 
vestigation and the Coast 
Guard Investigative Service 
division consulted with its 
legal department before the 
incident was referred. 

Don Ledford, spokesman for 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office, 
confirmed the office was look- 
ing into the case. 

“T can confirm that the 
Coast Guard referred this mat- 
ter to the U.S. Attorney’s Of- 
fice in the Western District of 
Missouri to consider a poten- 
tial criminal investigation and 
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House Majority Leader Don 
Hineman discourages GOP 
centrists from taking a 
stance on anyone other 
than Kris Kobach. 4A 
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The Trump administration 
moves to prop up the 
declining coal industry with 
an overhaul of Obama-era 
pollution rules. 9A 


Manafort was convicted on The 18 charges inthe Mana- with those efforts. SEE MANAFORT, 8A 
CUSTOMER SERVICE 
. ; A Business 6A : Lotteries 2A : Puzzles 5B, 5-6D 
To subscribe or report delivery issues, Classified 5B : Obituaries 9-11A i Sports 1B 
877-962-7827 or kansascity.com/customer-service Comics 4-5D i Opinion 12-13A : TV 6D 7 loa 11310105001, 


